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SUBJECT: PRESS REPORTS OF MIRAGE F-l SALE TO EGYPT 

REF: STATE 54769 

1 . HENRI SERVANT, QUAI ACTING DIRECTOR FOR NEAR EAST 
AND NORTH AFRICA, TOLD US MARCH 4 THAT THE DENIAL OF 
RUMORED SALE OF MIRAGES TO EGYPT WHICH HAD BEEN 
ISSUED MARCH 2 BY THE DASSAULT-BREGUET FIRM WAS 
"ENTIRELY CORRECT" AND "CONFORMED PRECISELY WITH THE 
REALITY OF THE SITUATION." SERVANT SAID QUAI DID NOT 
PLAN TO ISSUE AN OFFICIAL DENIAL BUT ON A PERSONAL 
BASIS HE SAID THAT IF WE CONSIDERED AN OFFICIAL DENIAL 
DESIRABLE, HE THOUGHT THE FOREIGN MINISTER'S OFFICE 
WOULD BE RECEPTIVE TO OUR SUGGESTION. WE SAID WE 
HAD NO INSTRUCTIONS TO THAT EFFECT BUT WOULD REPORT 
HIS PERSONAL VIEWS TO WASHINGTON. 
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2. FOR INFORMATION OF THOSE WHO HAVE NOT SEEN IT, THE 
DASSAULT DENIAL REFERRED TO BY SERVANT WAS REPORTED 
BY AFP ON MARCH 2 AS FOLLOWS: QUOTE: THE DASSAULT- 
BREGUET FIRM "FORMALLY DENIES" INFORMATION COMING 
FROM WASHINGTON ACCORDING TO WHICH EGYPT HAS ORDERED 
46 MIRAGE F-l’S FROM FRANCE. THE EGYPTIANS HAVE, IN 
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FACT, MANIFESTED INTEREST IN THIS PLANE ON DIFFERENT 
OCCASIONS, AND PROPOSALS HAVE BEEN MADE BY THE FRENCH 
BUILDER, BUT THESE HAVE HAD NO FOLLOW-UP AND "NO 
NEGOTIATION" IS GOING ON AT PRESENT, DASSAULT 
SPECIFIED. DASSAULT SALES TO EGYPT HAVE UP TO NOW 
INCLUDED 28 MIRAGE 3'S, UNDER THE TERMS OF TWO 
CONTRACTS SIGNED IN 1976 AND 1977, THE FIRM SPECIFIED. 

IT IS THOUGHT IN CERTAIN CIRCLES THAT THE INFORMATION 
CIRCULATED IN WASHINGTON COULD CONSTITUTE A "MANEUVER" 

DESIGNED TO BRING ACCEPTANCE BY AMERICAN OPINION OF 
THE POSSIBLE SALE TO EGYPT OF 58 F-5 FIGHTERS BUILT 
BY NORTHROP. UNQUOTE. 

HARTMAN 
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